
Praise for And the BAnd PlAyed On

‘A prescient analysis of the harm wrought when public health is not a 
financial priority … [Shilts’s] clear-eyed, nuanced portrait of the gay 
community made him a champion to many’ Best 100 Non-Fiction 
Books of All Time, TIME 

‘Rivals in power and intensity, and in the brilliance of its reporting 
and writing, Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood’ Boston Globe

‘The book conveys in detail the political complexities – and many 
different human dimensions – of the story … Shilts has produced the 
best – and what will likely be the most controversial – book yet on 
AIDS. Though many of the details in the book are familiar to veteran 
reporters, Shilts does not shy away from naming names and casting 
blame. He writes with passionate conviction’ Newsweek

‘Shilts, a reporter for the San Francisco Chronicle who has covered 
AIDS full-time since 1983, takes us almost day by day through 
the first five years of the unfolding epidemic and the responses 
– confusion and fear, denial and indifference, courage and 
determination. It is at once a history and a passionate indictment’ 
New York Times Book Review

‘Randy Shilts’s magnificent book charts the rise and rise of AIDS … 
It’s written like the best kind of thriller, detail upon detail, collecting 
clues, revealing apparently forgotten connections, documenting the 
assembly of evidence’ Irish Times 

‘A textbook on how institutions work – or fail to work – in the face of 
such a threat’ San Francisco Examiner

‘A lucid and stunning indictment of public policy toward the vicious 
disease … A valuable work of political history’ Business Week

‘Shilts successfully weaves comprehensive investigative reporting 
and commercial page-turning pacing, political intrigue and personal 
tragedy into a landmark book … Its importance cannot be overstated’ 
Publishers Weekly



‘A massive, ominous, compelling book that tells the most definitive 
story of the AIDS crisis in America to date … knowledgeable, painful, 
compulsively readable’ Kirkus

‘Shilts, who has been covering the AIDS crisis since 1981, sets a 
gripping narrative of human tragedy against a background of political 
and scientific controversy … Shilts has the ability to draw the reader 
hypnotically into the personal lives of his characters. That, and his 
monumental investigative effort, would have made this a best-selling 
novel if the contents weren’t so horribly true’ Library Journal

‘If long reads are your thing then it’s hard to do better than And the 
Band Played On by Randy Shilts. Few pieces of literary journalism are 
as epic and as in-depth as this one … Shilts was a pioneer who helped 
show that journalism has no limits or boundaries’ The Queerness blog
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